Washburn Weekend Cruise – 7th & 8th June 08

Contact/organiser:
Paul Donohue (the_donohues@hotmail.com, 07913 613958)

General Information:
The River Washburn, a tributary of the Wharfe, and the four large reservoirs of the Washburn Valley, provide the main water supply catchment area for Leeds. Except during water releases, the river joining the reservoirs is normally dry but water releases from Thruscross Reservoir into Fewston Reservoir make paddling possible.  The 1.5 miles of Grade 3, fast flowing water between the two reservoirs is the only dam-release facility in England and recent improvements have included building new features along the river and it now has one of the best freestyle holes in the country. 

Weekend cruise charges are typically £5 (Juniors) and £8 (Adults) with a mandatory £2 surcharge for non-BCU members (bring your card!) although WKCC members should be covered via the club’s affiliation to the BCU, though proof will be required (?). 

Further information about forthcoming events can be obtained from the Washburn Information Line on 0845 833 8654 or on the regional calendar at www.yorcie.org.uk.

Hazards and warnings:
Safety cover must be organised and provided by the paddlers themselves. This river is NOT suitable for novices. There has recently been, and will be ongoing, changes to the riverbed so ask the organiser for advice about these before paddling the river. The small weir about 400m down-river can hold boats and paddlers and safety cover should be set up on this section. There are a number of trees along the river and these could constitute a trap hazard for the unwary.

Facilities:
Facilities normally include hot and cold food and drink and there is  toilet block with facilities for both genders.  A mini-bus or van shuttle to return paddlers and boats from the bottom car park to the main car park after a full river trip is usually available.  The nearest camping/caravanning available in the vicinity is on Hardisty Hill, which is the first left towards Harrogate on the Harrogate to Skipton Road from Blubberhouses Church and parallel to that leading to the Washburn Site. Contact Mrs Pearl Hall, High House Farm, Hardisty Hill, Blubberhouses LS21 2PJ (telephone 01943 880483). The site is more or less opposite the entrance to the cricket club, ie. about 600 yards up from the junction with the Harrogate to Skipton Road.
How to get there:
The main car park is reached by following the sign to West End from the A59 Skipton to Harrogate road at Blubberhouses.  Drive along the narrowing road and enter the site via a metal gate on the right hand side just before a very steep hill. Follow the very narrow forest road bending to the left for about 200m.  Follow the track down to the right to the main car park.  You need to pay to park and to paddle the river.  Once changed, access the river at the far end of the car park closest to the reservoir dam.

River Guide:
On the river, after a few hundred metres of bouncy water, there is a small drop/play wave immediately before the footbridge and a large eddy immediately after the bridge river right.  There are a couple more small drops, before a nice eddy hopping grade 2 section – ideal for practicing alpine descent.  A large rock indicates the approach to the small grippy weir, which makes an ideal play-spot, which can be run far river right.  There is a nice surf wave further down stream.

Immediately before the next footbridge, there is large eddy on river left.  This is the normal egress point for paddlers wanting to walk up and paddle the top section again. The break out is quite sharp, so alternatively use the large eddy on river right and ferry glide across river.  If you want to return to the start, simply follow the path up-stream until you reach the footbridge crossing the river.  Walk through the car park back to the start.

If you decide to carry on paddling, the next few hundred metres is bouncy.  Look for a felled tree on the left: this indicates the large weir is approaching.  There is a large eddy on river right if you want to get out and inspect the drop. This is best taken on the left, close to the rocks at the top of the fall.  There's a clear downstream V channel on this side, though it's not visible until you have committed to your approach!  The drop can be taken on the right, though this is rockier.  This drop will not hold you if you mess up.  There's a large eddy to exit the river on the left.

After another small drop, you enter the bottom half of the river.  This section is a nice paddle, but has less features that the top section of the river. The end of the trip comes when you pass under the A59 road bridge.  After about 10 metres, there's a large eddy on river right indicated by some rocks. This provides egress from the river, with a path leading up to the car park.  In previous years a van shuttle has been available to transport boats and paddlers back up to the start point.

